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Some	 of	 the	 earliest	 reports	 on	 the	 Holocaust1	 have	 been	 written	













tion	 that	 aimed	at	 their	 complete	extinction.	 In	order	 to	 raise	awareness	























































Furthermore,	 the	nearby	memorial,	which	was	 inaugurated	 in	1976,	was	








Babyn	 Jar	 became	 indeed	 a	 topos	 of	 the	memorial	 culture,	 but	 a	 stable	
3	The	meaning	of	Babyn	Jar	as	a	central	topic	of	the	Eastern	Slavic	Holocaust	writings	is	


















for	 the	reappraisal	of	 the	Holocaust,	 since	 it	 tightened	 the	problem	of	 the	









society.	 Interesting	 in	 this	context	 is	an	Ukrainian	commentary	on	Jonathan	Safran	Foer’s	



















From	 this	 point	 of	 view,	 the	 contemporary	Ukrainian	 literature	 pro-
vides	 interesting	insights	 into	 the	condition	of	Ukrainian	society.	Unlike	
many	European	literatures	in	which	the	Holocaust	forms	a	leading	theme,	
there	are	only	very	few	Ukrainian	literary	writings	that	mention	this	topic	
at	all7.	One	of	the	earliest	exceptions	is	a	short	story	Eight Jews in search of 








guide.	The	exceptional	 thing	about	 the	situation	concerns	rather	 the	fact	
that	the	encounter	with	the	family	and	their	history	makes	him	tackle	with	
his	own	national	identity.
The	 first-person	narrator	 sees	 it	 not	 only	 as	his	 task	 to	 translate	 the	
language,	but	also	to	mediate	the	Ukrainian	culture.	But	soon	the	question	






















him	of	 the	complicity	of	Ukrainians	 in	 the	Shoah.	The	narrator	 in	 turn	
draws	 the	attention	 to	 the	subject	of	 the	Holodomor	calling	 it	a	“small	
Ukrainian	 Holocaust”8	 (“malen’kyj	 ukrayïns’kyj	 holokost”,	 Rjabčuk	
1998:	 234).	At	 the	 end	 of	 the	 journey,	 the	 narrator	 admits	 to	 himself	
that	he	feels	something	 like	 jealousy	since	 the	family	has	 the	possibil-
ity	to	leave	Ukraine	whereas	he	has	to	remain	in	his	home	country	with	

























national	 identity	 and	 the	 significance	 of	 coming	 to	 terms	with	 the	 past,	
which	are	important	topics	being	currently	discussed	in	Ukrainian	litera-
ture	as	the	paper	is	going	to	show.	



























Matios	 latest	 novel	 Slippers of Our Lady	 (Čerevyčky Božoï materi)	
from	 2013,	 continues	 to	 tell	 the	 history	 of	 the	 Bukovina	 during	World	























Jurij	Vynnyčuk’s	novel	Tango of Death	(Tango smerti,	2012).	The	storyline	























In	 the	 last	 scene	of	 the	novel,	Orest	hears	 the	melody	again	and	 finally	
recognizes	Mil’ker	as	his	former	friend.
By	 its	 title,	Vynnyčuk’s	 novel	 obviously	 includes	 an	 intertextual	 al-
lusion	 to	Paul	Celan’s	 famous	Holocaust	 poem	Fugue of Death	 (Todes-
fuge,	written	around	1944/1945)	that	was	entitled	Tango of death	(Tangoul 
morții)	in	its	Romanian	version	from	19479.	Furthermore,	Vynnyčuk	uses	
the	poppy	flower	as	symbol	for	reincarnation	what	is	also	a	reference	to	
Celan’s	 lyrical	 anthology	 Poppy and Memory	 (Mohn und Gedächtnis,	






and	reunion	for	 the	circle	of	 friends	who	are	representing	 the	Ukrainian	
nation.
Another	novel	that	illustrates	how	close	the	present	is	connected	with	
the	past	 is	Oksana	Zabužko’s	 novel	The Museum of Abandoned Secrets	
(Muzej pokynutych sekretiv,	2010).	This	national	and	international	award-











larity	for	 their	obscure	affairs.	But	when	she	uncovers	 the	 intrigues,	she	
















Ortynskyj	 is	 narrated	 on	 a	 second	 time	 level	 in	 parallel	 to	 the	 story	 of	
Daryna.	 For	 her	 investigations	 about	 Hel’cja	 Daryna,	 receives	 support	


























The	 dead	 were	 the	 ones,	 who	 took	 you,	Vlada,	 weren’t	 they?	 Other	 people’s	 dead	









z	pobliz’koho	zavodu,	 ščob	 i	 slidu	ne	zostalosja.	Šče	 j	 stadion	 iz	 tancmajdančikami	


















a	Holocaust	 survivor	and	who	gives	birth	 to	Adrijan’s	child,	 reminds	of	




Even	 though	 some	 authors	 have	written	 about	 the	mass	murders	 of	
Ukrainian	Jews	in	the	Soviet	era,	there	is	almost	an	absence	of	the	Shoah	
in	today’s	Ukrainian	literature.	As	shown	in	this	paper,	there	can	be	only	




caust	writings	 emphasize	 that	 the	Soviet	 past	 left	 a	much	more	burning	
issue	for	Ukrainian	society	than	the	Nazi	regime	did.	Nevertheless,	these	
critical	voices	 try	 to	 initiate	a	discussion	about	 the	different	 traumata	of	
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